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Key Stage 3  

Activities 

 

Visit Conisbrough 
Castle 

To view the best-maintained Norman keep in 
the country and gain an insight into how the 

Normans controlled England. 
https://www.english-

heritage.org.uk/visit/places/conisbrough-
castle/ 

 

 

Visit Hardwick Hall 

This Tudor house was owned by the powerful 
Bess of Hardwick during the reign of Elizabeth 

I. It is a symbol of the strength of women 
during this period and how important the local 

area was to the Tudors. 
 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hardwick-
hall 

 

 

Research the 
Wentworth family 

To build on your understanding of the links 
that South Yorkshire has to both the Industrial 
Revolution and the Transatlantic Slave Trade.  

 

 

 

 

Research using the 
Commonwealth War 

Graves Website 

 

Through this website, it is possible to research 
family members and people from the local 
area who fought and died in the First and 

Second World Wars. 

https://www.cwgc.org/  

 

 

 

 

Find Rotherham’s 
Cold War bunker 

During the Cold War, all areas of the world 

(including Rotherham!) were affected by Cold 

War tensions. This is a great location to show 

us how close Britain came to nuclear war. 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

 
WATH ACADEMY 
  
 

 

World-class 

learning 

World-class learning 

every lesson, every day 

The highest 

expectations 

Everyone can be 

successful; always 

expect the highest 

standards 

No excuses 

Create solutions not 

excuses; make positive 

thinking a habit 

Growth mindset 

Believe you can 

improve; work hard 

and value feedback 

 

Never give up 

Resilience is essential; 

be relentless in the 

pursuit of excellence 

Everyone is 

valued  

Diversity is celebrated; 

see the best in 

everyone 

Integrity 

Be trustworthy and 

honest; deliver on 

promises and walk the 

talk 

 

 
 

 

 

Reading – Year 7 
 

 

 

 

The Silk Roads 
(children’s version) 

By Peter Frankopan 

Set your sails east with this beautifully illustrated 

new history of the world. Peter Frankopan 

explores the connections made by people, trade, 

disease, war, religion, adventure, science and 

technology in this extraordinary book about how 

the east married the west with a remarkable 

voyage at its heart - the journey along the Silk 

Roads. 

 

 

 

 

The Black  Death: 
The intimate history of a 

village in crisis 
 

By John Hatcher 

In this book,  John Hatcher recreates everyday 
medieval life in a parish in Suffolk, from which 
an exceptional number of documents survive. 

This enables us to view events through the 
eyes of its residents, revealing in unique detail 

what it was like to live and die in these 
terrifying times. 

 

The Seeing Stone 
By Kevin Crossley-

Holland 

This is a historical novel, combining the story 
of the legend of Arthur with vivid descriptions 

of everyday medieval life.   In 100 short 
chapters that brilliantly evoke life in a 

medieval manor, stories of the boy King Arthur 
begin to echo - and anticipate - the secrets and 

mysteries that emerge in his own life. 

 

 

 

Mansa Musa and the 
Empire of Mali 

By P. James Oliver 

Oliver's well-researched biography of Mansa 
Musa reads like an exotic tale of gold, glory, and 

adventure. During his long reign as Mali's 
emperor, Mansa Musa led his empire into its 

Golden Age; presided over a spectacular, 60,000 
person, 9,000 mile pilgrimage; founded a 

university in Timbuktu; and helped revolutionize 
architecture. 



 

 
WATH ACADEMY 
  
 

 

World-class 

learning 

World-class learning 

every lesson, every day 

The highest 

expectations 

Everyone can be 

successful; always 

expect the highest 

standards 

No excuses 

Create solutions not 

excuses; make positive 

thinking a habit 

Growth mindset 

Believe you can 

improve; work hard 

and value feedback 

 

Never give up 

Resilience is essential; 

be relentless in the 

pursuit of excellence 

Everyone is 

valued  

Diversity is celebrated; 

see the best in 

everyone 

Integrity 

Be trustworthy and 

honest; deliver on 

promises and walk the 

talk 

 

  

 

 

 

Reading – Year 8 
 

 

 

 

A Tale of Two Cities 
By Charles Dickens 

This is a historical novel set in London and 

Paris before and during the French 

Revolution, bringing this complex history to 

life through a tale of family. 

 

 

 

 

Empireland 
By Sathnam Sanghera 

 

In this brilliantly illuminating work exploring 

the realities and legacies of empire, Sathnam 

Sanghera demonstrates how so much of 

what we consider to be modern Britain is 

actually rooted in its imperial past. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Five: 
The untold lives of the 

women killed by Jack the 
Ripper 

By Hallie Rubenhold 

Rubenhold’s book turns the traditional 
narrative of Jack the Ripper on its head by 

focusing on the women he made his victims, 
rather than the scandal and drama of his 

murders. The Five treats each of these 
women as an individual with her own story 
to tell, in contrast to the male-orientated 

narratives usually displayed. 

 

 

 

Death in Ten Minutes 
By Fern Riddell 

Fern Riddell uncovers the story of radical 
suffragette Kitty Marion, through never 

before seen personal diaries. Telling a new 
history of the women's movement in the 

light of new and often shocking revelations, 
this book will ask the question: Why has the 

life of this incredible woman, and the 
violence of the suffragettes been forgotten? 

And, one hundred years later, why are 
women suddenly finding themselves under 

threat again? 
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Reading – Year 9 
 

 

 

 

Private Peaceful 
By Michael Morpurgo 

 

A stunning story of the First World War from a 
master storyteller. Told in the voice of a young 
soldier, the story follows 24 hours in his life at 

the front during WW1, and captures his 
memories as he looks back over his life. Full of 

stunningly researched detail and engrossing 
atmosphere, the book leads to a dramatic and 

moving conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

Maus 
By Art Spiegelman 

Maus is a nonfiction book presented as a 

graphic novel and it depicts Spiegelman 

interviewing his father about his experiences 

as a Polish Jew and Holocaust survivor. It has 

been described as a ‘brutally moving work of 

art’ and tells the story of the Holocaust 

through the eyes of one individual’s 

experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 
Freedom Walkers 

The story of the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott 

By Russell Freedmen 
 

A riveting account of the civil rights boycott 
that changed history by the foremost author 

of history for young people. Now a classic, 
Freedman's book tells the dramatic stories 

of the heroes who stood up against 
segregation and Jim Crow laws in 1950s 

Alabama. 

 

 

 

Black and British 
(Children’s version) 

By David Olusoga 

Revised and rewritten for younger readers, 
Olusoga’s insightful and invaluable history of 

the Black experience in the British Isles ranges 
from forgotten Africans in the Roman legions 

to the multicultural society of the present day. 
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Watching and Listening 

Films – Year 7 

 

 

 

A History of Britain by 
Simon Schama 

This documentary series with Simon Schama 

features episodes on the Norman Conquest 

and the arrival of the Black Death and brings 

these historical events to life. 

 

 

 

Robin Hood 

This animated film shows the weaknesses of 

King John and the struggles of people living 

in medieval Britain through the legend of 

Robin Hood.  

Films – Year 8 

 

 

 

Les Miserables 

Set in France during the early nineteenth 
century, this film illustrates many of the 

struggles facing the French population in the 
years surrounding the Revolution. The music is 

also fantastic!  

 

 

 

Roots 

This series follows the story of African man 
who is enslaved and shipped to North 

America. It illustrates the immense suffering 
caused by the Transatlantic Slave trade 

through the eyes of one family. 

Films – Year 9 

 

 

 

Dunkirk 

Dunkirk tells the story of one of the most 
iconic turning points in Britain’s WW2 

campaign. Follow the story of how British 
forces were evacuated from France from the 

perspectives of both soldiers and their 
saviours. Starring Harry Styles, Tom Hardy and 

Cillian Murphy. 

 

 

 

Belfast 

Belfast tells the story of the Troubles in 
Northern Ireland through the eyes of seven-
year-old Buddy, and focuses on the impact 
that this conflict had on ordinary family life. 
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Podcasts 

 

 
Gone Medieval 

 
From long-lost Viking ships to kings buried in 
unexpected places; from murders and power 
politics, to myths and religion. This podcast 

will deepen your understanding of the 
Middle Ages. 

https://podfollow.com/gone-medieval/view 
 

 

 

 

Not Just the Tudors 

 
In this podcast focusing on the Early Modern 
period, Professor Suzannah Lipscomb talks 

about everything from the Aztecs to witches, 
Velázquez to Shakespeare, Mughal India to 

the Mayflower. 
 

https://podfollow.com/not-just-the-
tudors/view 

 

 

 

 

Dan Snow’s History Hit 

 
Featuring reports from around the world 

where history has been made and interviews 
with top historians, Dan covers major 

historical anniversaries as they pass by and 
explores the history behind today's 

headlines - giving you the context to 
understand what is going on today. 

 
https://podfollow.com/dan-snows-history-

hit/view 
 

 

 

 

 

You’re Dead to Me 

Host Greg Jenner is joined by a range of 
historians and comedians to discuss wide-

ranging topics including the Mughal Empire, 
Mansa Musa and the Harlem Renaissance. 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07md
bhg/episodes/downloads?page=1 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

 
WATH ACADEMY 
  
 

 

World-class 

learning 

World-class learning 

every lesson, every day 

The highest 

expectations 

Everyone can be 

successful; always 

expect the highest 

standards 

No excuses 

Create solutions not 

excuses; make positive 

thinking a habit 

Growth mindset 

Believe you can 

improve; work hard 

and value feedback 

 

Never give up 

Resilience is essential; 

be relentless in the 

pursuit of excellence 

Everyone is 

valued  

Diversity is celebrated; 

see the best in 

everyone 

Integrity 

Be trustworthy and 

honest; deliver on 

promises and walk the 

talk 

 

 

Key Stage 4 

Activities 
 

 

Take a virtual tour of 
the United States 

Holocaust Memorial 
Museum 

This virtual exhibit includes displays and 
information on Kristallnacht and the Final 

Solution and can deepen our understanding of 
the Holocaust and its impact on Europe, 

supporting your study of Germany 1871-1945. 
 

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/bwVReA5AY3zn9g 

 

 

Create a playlist of 
your top ten Vietnam 

War protest songs 

The Vietnam War was characterized by the 
reactions against it, as singers like John Lennon 

and Bruce Springsteen wrote songs criticizing the 
American government. Listen to these songs to 

develop your understanding of the Anti-Vietnam 
protest movement. 

 

https://cherrieswriter.com/2020/11/08/35-
songs-about-the-vietnam-era/ 

 

 

Visit York and 
Clifford’s Tower 

York is a city steeped in Norman and Viking 
history. Walking around the city walls, the 

Minster and a visit to Clifford’s Tower will help 
you to understand the impact of the Normans on 

English architecture. 
 

https://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/cliffords-tower-york/ 

 

 

 

 

Visit Thackray 
Medical Museum in 

Leeds 

If you want to understand the problems of 
surgery and healthcare throughout history then 

the medical museum is the place to go. From 
Victorian surgeries to modern theatres, you will 

gain a real sense of how health has changed over 
time. 

https://thackraymuseum.co.uk/ 
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Reading 
 

 

 

 

Travelers in the Third 
Reich 

By Julia Boyd 

An extraordinary history of the rise of the 
Nazis based on first-hand accounts, 

including stories from students, politicians, 
musicians, schoolchildren, communists, 
athletes, journalists and tourists. Their 
experiences create a remarkable three-
dimensional picture of Germany under 

Hitler - one so palpable that the reader will 
feel, hear, even breathe the atmosphere 

 

 

 

 

The Mountains Sing 
By Que Mai Nguyen 

Phan 

An unsparing and lyrical coming-of-age 
novel set in 1970s Vietnam, The Mountains 
Sing blends a powerful family story and the 
horrors of the war together into a haunting 

tale of identity, love and loss. 
 

 

 

 

 

The Norman Conquest 
By Marc Morris 

 

This riveting book explains why the 
Norman Conquest was the single most 

important event in English history. This is a 
tale of powerful drama, repression and 

seismic social change: the Battle of 
Hastings itself and the violent 'Harrying of 
the North'.   Language, law, architecture, 

even attitudes towards life itself were 
altered forever by the coming of the 

Normans. 

 

 

 

 

The Butchering Art 
By Lindsey Fitzharris 

British historian Lindsey Fitzharris lays out 
the body of Victorian medicine, opening it 

up in all its grizzly detail to explore a crucial 
turning point in medical history. 
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Watching and Listening 

Films 

 

The Pianist 

In this adaptation of a true story, Wladyslaw 
Szpilman, a Polish Jewish radio station pianist, 
sees Warsaw change gradually as World War II 
begins. He is forced into the Warsaw Ghetto, 
but is later separated from his family. From 

this time until the concentration camp 
prisoners are released, Szpilman hides in 

various locations among the ruins of Warsaw. 

 

Forrest Gump 

This is the epic story of a man who finds 
himself at the centre of many of the most 

significant events of the twentieth century. 
The depiction of soldiers’ experiences of the 

Vietnam War, as well as the protest 
movements and the Watergate Scandal are 

vivid and revealing. 

Podcasts 

 

Conflict of Interest 

 
In Series 2 of Conflict of Interest, six celebrities 
ask questions about the world’s most complex 
conflicts from the Cold War-era. This features 

episodes on both the Korean and Vietnam 
wars which will enhance your understanding of 

the GCSE specification. 

 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/iwm-

institute/conflict-of-interest/series-two 
 

 

The GCSE History 
Revision Podcast 

This podcast is specifically designed to 
support students with AQA GCSE History. 

More information can also be found 
@GCSEHistoryPod on Twitter. 

 
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-
gcse-history-revision-podcast/id1157414818 
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Key Stage 5 

Activities 
 

 

Visit Imperial War 
Museum North 

IWM North allows you to explore the depths 
and complexities of Britain’s military past as well 
as shedding light on wider-world conflicts which 

relate to American History. 
 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-north 

 

 

Visit the Houses of 
Parliament through 

your local MP 

 
Through your local MP, it is possible to book a 
free guided tour of the Houses of Parliament. 
This will enhance your understanding of how 

our government works, supporting your British 
History study. 

 
https://www.parliament.uk/visiting/visiting-

and-tours/tours-of-parliament/tours/ 

 

 

Take a virtual tour of 
the Palace of 

Versailles 

Discover the extravagance of Versailles and 
enhance your understanding of how the French 

monarchy lived in the 17th and 18th centuries. 
This will support your NEA study on the causes 

of the French Revolution. 

https://artsandculture.google.com/project/versailles-
never-seen-before 
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Reading 
The Making of a Superpower: USA 1865-1975 

 

 The Penguin History of 
the United States 
By Hugh Brogan 

In this all-encompassing text, Brogan 
analyses the changes which took place 

across the US following the Civil War up 
until the 1980s.  He provides a masterly 

synthesis of all the latest research 
illustrating America's rapid growth from 
humble beginnings to global dominance. 

 

 

 

 

The Anxious Decades 
By Michael E. Parrish 

In The Anxious Decades, Parrish documents 
the turbulent interwar era, in which 

dramatic changes occurred within US 
politics and society as the country 

attempted to deal with the fallout of the 
Great Depression. 

The Making of Modern Britain 1951-2007 

 

 

 

 

The Making of 
Modern Britain 
By Andrew Marr 

 
A History of Modern Britain  tells the story 
of how the great political visions of New 

Jerusalem came to be defeated by a 
culture of consumerism, celebrity and self-

gratification.  Throughout, Britain is a 
country on the edge – first of invasion, 

then of bankruptcy, then on the vulnerable 
front line of the Cold War and later in the 

forefront of the great opening up of capital 
and migration now reshaping the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

From Blitz to Blair 
A new history of Britain 

since 1939 

By Nick Tiratsoo 

 
This book aims to rectify the absence of a 

left-wing version of history since the 
Second World War. Structured 

chronologically, it follows the broad phases 
of government since 1939 - the Attlee 

years, the Churchill government, the Eden 
and Macmillan governments, the Wilson 
years, the 1970s and the Thatcher Years. 
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Watching and Listening 
The Making of a Superpower: USA 1865-1975 

Films 

 

Bury My Heart at 
Wounded Knee 

A historic chronicle which explains how 
Native Americans were displaced as the 
United States expanded West, extending 

their policy of Manifest Destiny. 

 

 The Grapes of Wrath 

 

Set during the Great Depression, this film 

tells the story of the Joad family and the 

struggles they face as they attempt to 

improve their lives by travelling West. 

 

 

 

 

Annie 

 
Annie tells the story of an orphaned girl and 

her experiences during the Great 
Depression. This uplifting story displays the 
poverty people faced at this time and the 

anger they had towards politicians. 
 

 

 

The Trial of the 
Chicago Seven 

 
This film is based on the infamous trial of 
seven protesters charged with conspiracy, 

against the backdrop of the violent and 
contested 1968 Democratic National 

Convention. Themes relating to Civil Rights 
and the Vietnam War are also touched upon 

in this dramatic story. 
 

 Judas and the Black 
Messiah 

 
Starring Daniel Kaluuya, this film tells the 

true story of Fred Hampton, the Black 
Panther Chairman. Hampton was hugely 

popular and an influential figure within the 
Civil Rights movement, but was viewed with 

increasing hostility by the US government 
who were threatened by his radical 

demands. 
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Watching and Listening 
The Making of Modern Britain 1951-2007 

Films 

 

The Crown 

 

Featuring coverage of topics including 

Mountbatten’s Assassination and the Profumo 

Affair, as well as a vivid portrayal of consecutive 

Prime Ministers, The Crown is a fantastic resource 

for enhancing your understanding of British 

History. 
 

 

 

 

Made in Dagenham 

A dramatization of the 1968 strike at Ford 
Dagenham car plant, where female workers 

walked out in protest against sexual 
discrimination and demanded equal pay. 

 
 

Misbehaviour 

 

 

The true story of how a group of women 
hatched a plan to disrupt the 1970 Miss World 

beauty competition, in protest against the 
objectification of women. This film gives an 

insight into  the aims and actions of the 
women’s liberation movement. 

 

 

 
The Iron Lady 

 

Margaret Thatcher, the first female prime 
minister of Britain, navigates a career destined 
to change the rules of leadership and politics. 
This biopic captures the determination of the 

Prime Minister and the motivation behind 
some of her controversial policies. 

 

 

 
Brassed Off 

 
 

Set ten years after the 1984-85 miners strike, 
Brassed Off tells the fictional story of a colliery 
brass band as they struggle to come to terms 

with the closure of their pit.  
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Watching and Listening  
Podcasts 

 

 

BBC World Service 
The History Hour 

This podcast series features excellent 
coverage of the Troubles in Northern Ireland 
and the growth of the Black Panthers as well 
as other topics relevant to both sides of the 

A Level History course. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p016t
mg1/episodes/downloads 

 

 

 
The Rest is History 

This well-researched podcast features 
episodes which will deepen your 

understanding of a range of topics from both 
British and American History. 

 
https://play.acast.com/s/the-rest-is-history-

podcast 
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